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Farm Worker Housing

EDD's Job Fairs and Other
Events Information

The U.S. Department of Labor's Housing Assistance
Services to Eligible Migrants and Seasonal Farm Workers
Program provides grants to assist farm worker housing
needs. In Fiscal Year 2004-2005 Congress made available
$4.6 million for housing assistance to eligible migrant and
seasonal farm workers.

(Continued on page 2...)

Recent news on the creation of a fund for former migrant
workers who labored in the United States between 1942
and the mid-1960's as part of what was known as the
“bracero" guest worker program, has created new
expectations among its potential beneficiaries. However,
itis important to note that the funds are not yet available
and to be aware of the potential for fraud.

On April 21, 2005, Meéxico's Congress' Lower House
(Cdmara de Diputados) approved a $27 million fund for
former migrant farm workers who labored in the United
States, many of whom had funds deducted from their
paychecks for pension and savings plans they never
received. The bill has now been sent to the Mexican
Senate. After final approval of the law, a technical
committee must still write the corresponding regulations
and administrative procedures must be established.

Eligibility and Program Registry
It is unclear how many former migrant workers would
have a claim to the money.

T'he California State Employment Development
Department's (EDD) web site offers information on Job
Fairs and other events promoted by the Department
throughout the State. The Internet address is:
www.edd.cahwnet.ca.gov/eddjobfairevents.asp. You
may also visit EDD's web site at www.edd.cahwnet.ca
gov and select ""Job Fairs/Events'. You may also request
information by contacting any EDD field office.

The "Job Fairs/Events' calendar currently posted
includes events such as: County Job Fairs; Senior Job
Fairs; Summer Youth Job Fairs; Veteran's Job Expo; Jobs
and Resource Expo; EDD-California Employer Advisory
Council Seminar; Veteran's Job Fairs; and Employer
Seminars on subjects such as: Workers Compensation:
What has Changed?, Labor Law Update, and Moving
Forward: From Surviving to Thriving.

If you are a farm worker you may also find information
on workshops specially designed for you. The workshops
providing information on the Employment Development
Department's diverse services. available to you, are held
in Spanish, mostly during the low agricultural season. [J

\
CalJOBS Helps You Find Employment.

Visit: www.caljobs.ca.gov

CallOBS is available to employers and job seekers
everyday of the week, 24 hours a day and can be used
at the office, at home or from any location with Internet
access. You can view a wide variety of job listings or
post your résumé. For further information please call
the CalJOBS Customer Help Desk at 1-800-758-0398

(Continued on page Ziﬂ\ J
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associated under La Cooperativa Campesina de California
received a $1.3 million grant to assist farm workers eligible
for job services under federal guidelines.

Under the Department of Labor's grant guidelines, housing
assistance must be related to the promotion of a farm
worker's employment while they are employed in
agricultural labor or while they are receiving employment
or training services. The assistance may only be provided
to Section 167 eligible migrant and seasonal farm workers.

If you are an eligible farm worker the grant allows
participating agencies to assist you to solve emergency
housing-related situations and/or prepare you to obtain
permanent housing through home ownership.

"The emergency housing assistance offers motel and other
short-term housin g vouchers; referrals to homeless shelters
and other housing programs; rental assistance; securitly
deposits; assistance in eviction cases; utilities payment and
deposit assistance; and referrals to other housing assistance
programs.

The permanent housing assistance program offers
housing counseling and first time home buyers assistance,
as well as limited equity assistance.

If you are interested in these housing assistance programs
please contact the member agencies of La Cooperativa
Campesina de California: California Human Development
Corporation (CHDC); Center for Employment Training
(CET); Central Valley Opportunity Center (CVOQC);
Employers' Training Resource (ETR); and Proteus, Inc.
You may find the location and phone numbers of their 50
field offices throughout California by calling the Farm
Workers Guide at 1-800-232-4842.

Other Housing Assistance Programs

Federal, State and private agencies offer a complex
variety of housing assistance programs. The availability
of the assistance offered by these programs varies in the
different states and counties as well as over time, making
it difficult to find information about programs that may
help you solve your housing needs. However, California's
counties have specialized agencies where you may find
information on federal, state and local housing programs
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available to you in your county. Thesc agencics are usually
known as "County Housing Authority" and you may
contact them to request information on housing assistance
programs currently available in your area.

Federal Housing Programs

With a current budget of $34 billion, the leading source of
housing assistance funds in the country is the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (You may
visit them at: www.hud.gov). The largest portion of this
budget ($24 billion or 70 percent) is earmarked to pay for
public housing programs such as "Section 8". Other
federal housing programs for low income families: 1)
promote home ownership, 2) aid economic development
projects in troubled neighborhoods, 3) protect tenants
and home buyers from discrimination and 4) assist the
homeless. In addition to HUD's programs, other federal
agencics also offer housing programs.

State Housing Programs

Most federal housing funds are ultimately distributed
throughout the states. For instance, earlier this year
California announced that the state had been awarded $228
million in federal grants to provide homeless assistance
(including $92 million for permanent housing; $61 million
for substance abuse; $27 million for child care; $14 million
for domestic violence; and $7 million for homeless
veterans). The funds are part of $1.4 billion in federal
grants being distributed nationally to more than 4,400
homeless programs.

California's lead agency for housing programs is the
Department of Housing and Community Development
(HCD). You may find information about housing finance,
economic development and rehabilitation programs,
including temporary housing and support services for
migrant agricultural workers, at www.hcd.ca.gov.

Before approval of the bill currently in process, between
April and October 2003, a registry of potentially eligible
migrant workers was created by Mexico's Secretary of
State (Secretaria de Gobernacién). The new law would
eliminate prior deadlines and reopen the registry
process.

Eligible applicants include former migrant workers as well
as their surviving spouses, sons or daughters.




[image: image3.png]Applicants must show proof of Mexican citizenship and
be pait of the above mentioned registry. Those who are
not yet part of the registry may still prove their
participation in the "bracero" program by producing one
of the following documents: a) Work contract; b)
Paycheck stubs or other proof of payment; ¢) Consular
ID card (Brown Card). Surviving relatives must also show
proof of kinship.

The federal entity in charge of the renewed registry process
will still be México's Secretary of Stale (Secretaria de
Gobernacion). If you think you may be eligible for the
benefits that the new fund will offer, you may contact their
offices in México. The Secretaria de Gobernacién does
not have offices in the United States. However, the
Mexican Consulates may advice you on how to contact
them in your home state in México.

The social welfare fund for former migrant workers will
operate for five years. The payment of benefits will be
prioritized by age (giving preference to older workers)
and period worked: a) 1942 to 1946, and b) up to 1964.

Warning: Registration for the program is free. [fsomeone
asks you for money to "get you on the list", most likely
that person is trying to defraud you. Additionally, be
careful of who you provide your personal information to
or you may even end up being a victim of identity thef?.

A Social Welfare Program, Not an Indemnification.
Mexican lawmakers emphasized that the fund was not
intended to repay, dollar for dollar, the missing money,
but was a broader social welfare program for the former
migrant workers.

The national media has reported that the missing funds,
which could range in value in today's dollars from $500
million to $1 billion, is believed to have disappeared
somewhere between U.S. and Mexican banks. A separate
lawsuit filed before a U.S. Court seeking restitution from
U.S. banks and government agencies, was dismissed last
year by a Federal Judge, citing that the statute of limitations
had long expired. It is unclear if further appeals will be
filed. O

F ederal and State agencies as well as food advocacy
groups have expressed their concern about the number of
eligible low income families who are not participating in

the Food Stamp Program. According to some estimates
the program may not be reaching even threc fifths of the
people who are eligible.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service and the
California State Health and Human Services Agency,
among others, have tried to repond (o frequently asked
questions about cligibility requirements to receive food
stamps and other forms of non-cash assistance.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service Memo

On March 3, 2004, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services issued the following communication addressed
to all community-based organizations:

"The Federal Government wants to insure that all eligible
low-income households receive food assistance to which
they are entitled under the Food Stamp Program since food
stamps can help these households lead healthy productive
lives. However, current data shows that many low-income
immigrant households are not receiving food stamps
partly because of fears or misunderstandings that
immigrants may have that receiving food stamps may
adversely impact their immigration status. These fears
and misconceptions are simply wrong.

I would like to take this opportunity to ensure that
community-based organizations understand the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (U.S. CIS, formerly
known as INS) policy on this issue.

Aliens who are applying for lawful permanent residency,
adjustment of status and citizenship are not considered a
public charge if they use such programs as health care
benefits, food programs (including Food Stamps WIC
and School meals) along with other programs that do not

give cash. (Continued on page 4...)
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The California Crop Weather Report is prepared weekly by the USDA and CDFA. You may find updated reports at www.nass.usda.gov
weather/cpcurr/ca-crop-weather. For employment information, please contact your local Employment Development Department office,
call 1-800-326-8937 or visit: www.edd.ca.gov. You may also call the Farmworkers Guide at 1-800-232-4842 or visit www.lacooperativa.org
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(FRU_IT AND NUT CROPS: Grapes continued 1o mature. The grape leaf harvest continued. Application of

fungicides was ongoing. Tree fruit thinning and weed control continued. Wet weather has slowed the malurity of
carly variely apricots and nectarines. Mid-summer tree fruit varietics were thinned and fertilized. Early variety
cherries werc harvested. There were some reports of rain damage (o the cherry crop in Tulare and San Joaquin
counties. The blueberry harvest began in Fresno county. The strawberry harvest continued; some rain damage was
reported. The navel and Valencia orange, tangelo, lemon, pummelo, and grapefruit harvest continued. Grapefruit
harvest was active in the Coachella Valley. Citrus groves were stil} blooming. Nut growers continued their seasonal
cycle of irrigation and cultivation. Pistachio pollination was complete in many areas. Walnut and almond orchards
were sprayed.

VEGETABLE CROPS: Cooler weather slowed vegetable development and harvest. A severe storm in eastern
Immperial County damaged some melon fields. Fields were prepared for planting melons and summer vegetables.
Pre-planting herbicides were applied to tomato fields. Copper was applied to some tomato fields. Planting of
tomatoes, bell peppers, and melons continued. Mustard greens, bok choy, gai choy, gailon, kankon, and ong
choy were also planted. Harvesting of asparagus, broccoli, lettuce, parsley, spinach, daikon, fava beans, and
zucchini continued. Radicchio harvest resumed after a brief pause for the rain.

FIELD CROPS: The fields were a flurry of activity this week. Cotton, field corn, safflower, and sunflower seed
planting continued. Weed treatments on rice ficlds, as well as flooding of rice fields occurred this week. Grass and
alfalfa were baled or greenchopped. Barley, oats, triticale,wheat, and winter forage were all growing well. Sugar
beets showed good growth and mature fields continued to be harvested. Nutrients and herbicides were applied to

silage corn in the San Joaquin Valley. Sweet potato field fumigations continued to wind down.
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All (USCIS) officers have been provided instructions not
to ask alien applicants if they receive or have received
non-cash benefits such as those noted above. (The only
time U.S. CIS can ask about an immigrant's use of food
stamps is when the interviewing officer suspects benefits
were used illegally or acquired in a fraudulent manner).

We encourage you in your community to make sure that
your clients are aware of the programs that are available
to them that will have no impact on their application for
permanent resident status or their permanent resident status
once granted."

California State Food Stamp Benefits Brochure

You may find a new Food Stamp Program brochure
produced by the California State Health and Human
Services Agency, at many social services agencies or by
visiting: www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/cdic/cpns/

The brochure (currently available only in English),
explains the benefits offered through the Food Stamp

Program and dispels many common misconceptions about
the program, including:

. Information about the Food Stamp Program
eligibility requirements;

. Household size/gross monthly income
requirements;

. Eligibility for legal immigrants;

. and the Advantage Card Electronic Benefits

Transfer (EBT) system.

In addition, the brochure encourages consumption of at
least 5 servings of fruits and vegetables everyday:

“You can stay well by eating more fruits and vegetables
everyday:

. Eat fruit or drink 100% fruit juice for breakfast

. Eat fruits and vegetables as snack

. Buy fresh, frozen, canned, and dried fruits and
vegetables wher you go to the store

. Put fruits and vegetables in easy reach where you

will see them.

For more tips on healthy eating visit the 5 a Day website
at: www.caSaday.com." (1
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